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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Congressional Inquiry from Congresswoman
Chisholm-ACTION MEMORANDUM

Congresswoman Chishoim sent you a message (Tab A)
expressing concern at media reports of a United States
carrier off the Angolan coast and requesting full
disclosure of State and DOD involvement.

I recommend you sign the proposed reply at Tab B.

The Department of State concurs.
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'Amos {Jccrdan
Act i ng Ass itant jSecretary

/

Attachments
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Coordination: See Tab C
(Recommended revisions incorporated)
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PROPOSED PERSONAL NOTE FOR SECDEF SIGNATURE iN RESPONSE

CONGRESSPERSON CHISOLM'S TELEX OF Ii JANUARY ìj6

I received your telegram of 11 January in which you expressed
jyour concern over United States involvement in the

As you are aware,
I have candidly responded to questions

press on this subject as has Mr. Greener, the Assistant Secretary
Defense for Public Affairs.

There is no U.S. Navy aircraft carrier or carrier task force

Angolan waters. Routine fleet movements in support of regular
Fleet operations in the Mediterranean are continuing
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Coordination:

Director, DSAA - Lt Gen Fish by Mr. Violette (Acting)':
Acting ASD/ISA Mr. Jordan

Director, NESA Region, OASD/1SA - Mr. Noyes /
ASD (Public Affairs) - tir. Greener/7 u/changeS incorporated,ASD (Leg Affai rs)
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WAStUNGTON, D. C. 2O3O
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Honorable Shirley Cljishoim
House of Rcpresentatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Shirley:

I received your telegram of 11 January in which you expressed
your concern over United States involvement in the Angolan
conflict. As you are aware, the Department hasresponded on
the record to numerous questions on this subject.

In short, there is no United States Navy aircraft carrier or
carrier task force in Angolan waters. In fact, the nearest
deployed aircraft carriers are in he Mediterranean. Routine
fleet movements in support of regular Sixth Fleet operations in
the Mediterranean are continuing; for example, the Carrier
USS Saratoga departed Florida on January 6th as normal replacement
for the USS Kennedy.
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Thank you for your interest. 7


